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freshened, and rapidly increased in force to a full gale, accompanied by 
heavy showers. At 10, a. m., the barometer read 27-76 (thus showing 
a fall of about -& of an inch during the night). From 1 to 1 1 it remained 
steady at 27'76. The storm appeared now to be at its height, the wind 
blowing furiously from W., accompanied by heavy showers. Windows 
were broken, roofs of houses stripped of their slates, and trees blown 
down. From 11 the barometer began to rise, and the storm showed 
symptoms of abating, coming on in heavy squalls with showers, instead 
of a constant steady gale, and the sky brightening after each shower. 
At 12 (noon) the barometer read 27-92; wind W. by IS. Heavy cu- 
muli, with patches of blue in the sky. At 1, p. m., barometer read 
27-98 ; wind W., or W. by TS. ; heavy squalls. 2, p. m., barometer 
read 28-04; wind W., or W. by N. ; heavy squalls. 3, p. m., baro- 
meter read 28-10; wind rather more of a gale, with heavy squalls; 
showers le3s frequent ; sky clear, with cumuli to W. and N. Wind 
due W. At 4, p. m., barometer 28-14. The weather cleared up, the 
wind still blowing freshly from the west. At 6, p. m., barometer 28-22 ; 
dry; fresh breeze, with squalls. 7, p. m., barometer 28-26 ; wind con- 
siderably abated, but with occasional heavy squalls, W. to N. ; the sky 
bright and clear. 8, p. m., barometer, 28-28 ; night dry, sky clear, with 
a few cumuli. From this time the wind decreased rapidly, dying away 
in squalls; and at 9, p. m., it was almost quite calm, the barometer 
standing at 28-32. At 11-30, p. m., barometer 28-34. 

During this storm it was very cold, the temperature ranging from 
44* to 46" Fahr. 

Friday, 30th. — Cold, occasional light squalls, and heavy showers of 
rain and hail. 9, a. m., barometer 28-20; 11, a. m., 28-20. Thermo- 
meter, in a room of tolerably even temperature (no fire, &c), 45" Fahr. 
The directions of the wind are meridional, not magnetic. 

W. E. Wilde, V. P., exhibited a large collection of ancient Irish 
gold ornaments, which had been procured for the Museum under the 
Treasure Trove regulations during the past year. One of the most re- 
markable specimens was the hollow globular gold bead, 3^ inches in 
diameter, composed of two hemispheres soldered together, and weighing 
2 oz. 7 dwts. 10 grs., which formed a portion of the great gold neck- 
lace found near Carrick-on- Shannon in 1829, and which has been 
described in the " Dublin Penny Journal," and also in the Museum 
" Catalogue," Part III., page 35. See No. 36 a. It forms the seventh in 
the Academy's Collection of the eleven balls originally found in that 
locality, and was for many years in the possession of the late Sir Francis 
Hopkins, Bart., in the county of Westmeath. 

Two large golden fibulae, with cup-shapod extremities ; the one weigh- 
ing 6 ozs. 15 dwts., and measuring 5 J inches long; the other 5 ozs. 
18 grs., and 6£ inches in length. The former massive specimen is in 
remarkably fine preservation, and wa3 for many years in the possession 
of the late Mr.Law, of Sackville-street, from whose successors, theMessrs, 
Johnson, it was procured. The latter was obtained through Messrs. 
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Neill, jewellers, of Belfast, who say they purchased it from a dealer. The 
history of both is unknown. They make the ninth and tenth specimens 
of this description of ornament now in the Academy's Collection, and 
which have been described in the " Catalogue" at p. 57, as a Mamillary 
Fibula. 

A small but very perfect fibula, with flat, circular discs, and a highly 
decorated bow, similar to that from which Figure 598, No. 130, at p. 65 
of the " Catalogue" was drawn; it weighs 1 oz. 7 dwts., and was pro- 
cured from Mr. Donegan. A similar article without discs. 

Four specimens of so-called " Ring money," and two counterfeits of 
same. Several gold fillets, averaging |ths of an inch wide. Four golden 
armlllae, three of which have cupped extremities, and were, with the 
curious gold ornament described at page 96 of the recently published 
" Catalogue of Gold Articles," found in the plain beneath the Eock of 
Cashel. 

A string of nine tubular gold beads. A gold lunula, similar to those 
in Case A in the Academy's Collection, specified in the " Catalogue," 
from page 10 to 19 of Part III., and purchased from Mr. Donegan ; their 
history is unknown. The two articles of most interest, however, are the 
Gorey and county of Down tores, which have been procured for the Aca- 
demy within the few last weeks, of which the following cuts are good 
illustrations : — 



No. 1. No. 2. 

The history of the Gorey Tore, No. 1 , is as follows : — In sinking a quarry 
for railway purposes in that parish, an old clay ditch was cut through; a 
short time subsequently some children, playing about the mouth of the 
quarry, observed something bright in the face of the ditch, and drew out, 
in a very perfect state, a fine tore of remarkably yellow gold, and which 
must then have measured 28 inches in circumference, and probably 
weighed 14 ozs. It consisted of a solid quadrangular bar of gold, 
twisted funicularly, somewhat like No. 190, in the Academy's Collection; 
but was of its kind unique. The hooked extremities were rounded, and 
the diameter of the article, when perfect, was 7£ inches ; so that it was 
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evidently a mwin, or neck tore, of very elegant proportions. The poor 
man to whom the children brought home this valuable relic of antiquity 
brought it to a person in Gorey, who pronounced upon the nature of 
the metal, and, it is said, advised the owner to cut it up, in order to 
conceal it from his landlord or the Crown, and also for the greater facility 
of disposing of it. It was accordingly chopped into nine fragments, eight 
of whieh averaged about three inches long, and the ninth was a small 
fragment cut off the end of one of the circular hooks, weighing not more 
than a few pennyweights, and which there is reason to believe is still in 
existence. The fragments of the tore were then brought up to Dublin, 
and sold to Mr. Donegan, who committed one of them to the smelting- 
pot. "When he was waited upon by a member of the Committee of An- 
tiquities, he at once, and on the most liberal terras, resigned it to the 
Academy. Since then I have had it repaired, with great success, by 
Mr. E. Johnson. Its present weight is 12 02s. 10 dwts. Had the pea- 
sant who found this article been acquainted with the Treasure Trove re- 
gulations, and brought it in an unmutilated state to the police or to the 
Academy, he would have received its full value, both intrinsically and 
according to its state of preservation as an article of antiquarian in- 
terest. 

It is to be hoped that this notice of the Gorey tore may be widely 
circulated, in order to prevent the further destruction of valuable articles 
when found, and in the expectation of inducing the finders of such to 
bring them under the notice of the Government, or directly to the Aca- 
demy, where they may rest assured that they will be fairly and liberally 
dealt with, and moreover be secured from any proceedings which might 
be instituted against them. 

The second article of this class, Mo. 2, now before the Academy, is the 
Belfast Tore — said to have been "found in digging an old ditch in the 
Co. Down" — which was purchased from Messrs. Weill, of Belfast. It is 
by far the most curious article of its class which has yet been discovered 
in this country, and substantiates in a most remarkable manner the fact 
that gold was manufactured in Ireland; for it is still in an unfinished 
state, and was probably in process of working when lost. It is a three- 
leaved gold tore, believed to have been found perfect, but which when 
brought to the Belfast jeweller consisted of two fragments, and was still 
further broken up in his establishment; so that when it came under my 
care it was in a very shattered condition. Under the skilful manage- 
ment of Mr. Johnson, it now forms a perfect whole, 32 inches in circum- 
ference, and about § ths of an inch wide, and weighs 5 ozs. 12 dwt. 6 grs. 
The terminal hooks are circular, as there is reason to believe the whole 
bar was originally. It was then cut longitudinally, and hammered out 
into three flat bands or ribbons, each about -|ths of an inch wide, but 
retaining their integrity in the centre, as was demonstrated by a careful 
examination of the sections of the fragments into which it was broken, 
and which did not exhibit at the junction of these bands the slightest 
trace of solder or other mode of artificial joining. It was then slightly 
twisted, and might, in the opinion of our jewellers, be given the same 
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twist as that of the Tara tores by filling the triangular spaces between 
the fillets with lead or some other ductile metal. 

When the Tara tores were first described to the Academy, it was 
believed, both by antiquaries and jewellers, that the leaves or ribbons 
of which they were composed were soldered together at the inner edges, 
and then twisted; but, after the most careful examination of this Tore, 
it is quite apparent that the process of tore-making was as I have de- 
scribed it. 

Although no question has ever been raised with respect to the pro- 
priety of restoring with their fragments, fossils, and also ancient statuary, 
fictile ware, or other objects of antique art; and although some might 
object to the restoration of articles in metal work when found in frag- 
ments, bent, or otherwise altered from their original condition — common 
sense, taste, the interests of antiquarian and ethnological science, as well 
as the example of all public collections, and the necessity for preservation 
of the articles themselves, point out the advisability of restoring, when 
possible, articles recently cut up with a cold chisel on a smith's anvil, or 
crushed into pieces iu a jeweller's workshop. 

The Secretary read a letter from Dr. E. Keller, of Zurich, returning 
thanks for hia election as an Honorary Member of the Academy. 

The following donations were presented to the Academy:— 

A portrait of Carolan, the harper ; presented, through the Rev. Dr. 
Todd, by the Rev. Charles TisdaU, D. D. 

Duplicate photographs of the Sheshkill, and of three Irish croziers ; 
presented by the Commissioners of the Scienee and Art Department of 
the Committee of Council on Education. 

A copy of the " Rhind Papyri," edited by Samuel Birch, LL. D. ; 
presented by David Brewer, Esq., through Dr. Birch, of the British Mu- 
seum. 

The thanks of the Academy were returned to the donors. 

STATED GENERAL MEETING, Monday, Novembeb 30, 1863. 

The Yebt Rev. Charles Graves, D. D., President, in the Chair. 

The Secretary read the following communication from the Rev. 
Professor Hattghton, accompanied by letters from the Rev. Dr. Robin- 
son, of Armagh, and Mr. Mettam, of Trinity College Magnetic Observa- 
tory : — 

On the Non- Cyclonic Character of the Storm of October 29, 1863. 

Trinity College, Dublin, Nov. 30, 1863. 

Dear Dr. Reeves, — As Mr. Foot's paper on the storm of the 29th 
October, during which the ironclad "Prince Consort" nearly foun- 
dered at sea, appears to have attracted the notice of some meteorolo- 
gists, I think it may prove of some interest to lay before the Academy two 
letters, one from the Rev. Dr. Robinson, and the other from Mr. Mettam, 
who keeps the records of the Magnetical Observatory of Trinity College. 



